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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 9, 12-23, 28-30, 34, 37, 42, 45, 47 and 49-54 as follows: 

and 

Please add new claims 55-71. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 
a connecting member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 
a mechanism which limits the rotational movement of the connecting member in 
each of two directions; 

the mechanism being arranged on a mudguard: 

an upper bearing support mounted to an upper end of the support tube; and 

a lower bearing support mounted to a lower end of the support tube, 

the connecting member being rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper 

and lower bearing supports; and 

a locking device that engages an opening in the mechanism; 

wherein the mechanism and the lower bearing support cooperate to limit the 

rotational movement of the connecting member. 
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2. (Original) The steering head of claim 1 , wherein the upper and lower bearing 
supports are each non-rotatably fixed to the support tube. 

3. (Original) The steering head of claim 1 , wherein the lower bearing support 
comprises at least one stop surface. 

4. (Original) The steering head of claim 3, wherein the lower bearing support 
comprises two stop surfaces. 

5. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the mechanism comprises at 
least one stop surface. 

6. (Original) The steering head of claim 5, wherein the mechanism comprises two 
stop surfaces. 

7. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the mechanism comprises a 
linkage element having at least one stop surface. 

8. (Original) The steering head of claim 7, wherein the linkage element rotates with 
the connecting member. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The steering head of claim 7, wherein the linkage element is 
arranged on a and the mudguard comprise a one-piece structure . 

10. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the connecting member is 
cylindrically shaped. 

11. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, further comprising a handlebar 
connected to one end of the connecting member and a wheel fork connected to another 
end of the connecting member. 

12. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a cylindrical member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the cylindrical member being rotatable with respect to the support tube; 

a recessed portion arranged at a lower end of the support tube and comprising first 
and second stop surfaces; 

a an arcuate projecting portion configured to rotate within the recessed portion and 
comprising first and second stop surfaces : and 

an arc length of the arcuate projecting portion being greater than 180 degrees 
between the first and second stop surfaces , 

wherein contact between the first stop surfaces of the projecting portion and the 
recessed portion limits the rotation of the cylindrical member in one direction, and 
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wherein contact between the second stop surfaces of the projecting portion and the 
recessed portion limits the rotation of the cylindrical member in another direction. 

13. (Currently Amended) The steering head of claim 12, furth e r comprising: 

a li nkag e e l e m e nt that i nclud e s wherein the arcuate projecting portion and that 
rotates with the cylindrical member; and 

wherein a lower bearing support wh i ch includes the recessed portion. 

14. (Currently Amended) The steering head of claim 43 12, wherein the l inkag e 
e l e m e nt arcuate projecting portion is coupled to a mudguard. 

15. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and 
lower bearing supports; 

a rotatably mounted linkage element comprising at least two stop surfaces and an 
opening : 

the linkage element engaging the lower bearing support; 
a mudguard that rotates with the linkage element; 

a movably mounted pin that engages the opening in the linkage element in a locking 
position and that does not engage the opening in the linkage element in a unlocked 
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position: 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; and 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting 
element in another direction. 

16. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and 
lower bearing supports; 

a locking device that, in a locked position, prevents rotational movement of the fork 
member and that, in an unlocked position, allows rotational movement of the fork member 
in each of two directions: 

a system which is arranged at a lower end of the support tube and that limits the 
rotational movement of the fork member in each of the two directions, 

wherein the system includes a an arcuate projecting part and a recessed part which 
is configured to receive the arcuate projecting part, and 

wherein the recessed part is non-rotatably mounted and wherein the arcuate 
projecting part rotates with the connecting member. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and 
lower bearing supports; 

a mechanism that is rotatable and comprises an opening and at least two stop 
surfaces arranged on an arcuate projecting portion ; 

the mechanism engaging with the lower bearing support; 

a movably mounted pin that in a locking position, engages with the opening in the 
mechanism; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; and 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting 
element in another direction. 

18. (Currently Amended) The vehicle steering head of claim 17, further compr i sing a 
d e vic e that e ngag e s the mechanism to pr e v e nt movem e nt th e r e of is arranged on a 
mudguard . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The vehicle steering head of claim 1 8, wherein the d e v i ce 
that engag e s th e mechan i sm compr i s e s a movably mounted pin moves parallel to an axis 
of the connecting element . 
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20. (Currently Amended) The vehicle steering head of claim 17, wherein the lower 
bearing support comprises at least two stop surfaces that are engagable with the at least 
two stop surfaces of the m e chanism arcuate projecting portion . 

21. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatable with respect to the support tube; 

a movable locking member which engages with an opening to prevent rotational 
movement of the connecting element and which disengages from the opening to allow 
rotational movement of the connecting element; 

a first stop surface limiting the rotation of the connecting element in one direction; 

and 

a second stop surface limiting the rotation of the connecting element in another 
direction 

wherein the opening, the first stop surface and the second stop surface are each 
arranged on a mudguard . 

22. (Currently Amended) The vehicle steering head of claim 21 , wherein the first and 
second stop surfaces mov e rotate with a the mudguard. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The vehicle steering head of claim 21 , wherein the first and 
second stop surfaces are disposed on a an arcuate projecting portion of the mudguard. 

24. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the opening rotates 
with the connecting element. 

25. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the movable locking 
member comprises a pin. 

26. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the first and second 
stop surfaces moveably engage two stop surfaces which do not move. 

27. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, further comprising a lower 
bearing support that comprises the two stop surfaces which do not move, wherein the two 
stop surfaces which do not move engage the first and second stop surfaces. 

28. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 
the connecting member being rotatable with respect to the support tube; and 
a system which limits the rotational movement of the fork member in each of two 
directions; 

-9- 



P24187.A08 

the system including one part which is non-rotatably mounted to an end of the 
support tube and another part which rotates with the connecting member; 

a pin that engages, in a locking position, an opening in the other part . 

wherein the ewe other part is a an arcuate projection and the anoth e r one part is a 
an arcuate guiding recess within which the arcuate projection \s moves. 

29. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a cylindrical member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the cylindrical member being rotatably mounted to the support tube; and 

a system which limits the rotational movement of the cylindrical member in each of 
two directions, the system including one part which is non-rotatably mounted to the support 
tube and another part which rotates with the cylindrical member; an4 

a locking system comprising a pin and an opening configured to receive the pin; 

the pin being configured to move in a direction which is parallel to an axis of the 
support tube; and 

the opening being arranged on the other part and being configured to rotate with the 
cylindrical member, 

wherein, when the pin engages the opening, the cylindrical member is prevented 
from rotating, and 

wherein when the pin does not engage the opening, the cylindrical member is free to 
rotate in each of two directions. 
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30. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head for on e of a b i cyc le or a 
tr i cvc l o hav i ng coupled to a frame, said steering head comprising: 

a support tube adapted to be fixed to the frame; 

a lower bearing support non-movably mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatable with respect to the support tube; 

a mechanism that limits rotational movement of the connecting element; 

the mechanism comprising at least two stop surfaces which engage with first and 
second stop surfaces of the lower bearing support; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; and 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting 
element in another direction 

wherein the mechanism comprises an arcuate projection, an arc length of the 
arcuate projection between the at least two stop surfaces being greater than an arc length 
of a space defined bv the at least two stop surfaces, whereby the arcuate projection and 
the space comprise an arc length egual to a circle . 

31. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 30, wherein the mechanism is 
coupled to a mudguard. 
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32. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 30, further comprising a device that 
engages the mechanism to prevent movement thereof. 

33. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 32, wherein the device that 
engages the mechanism comprises a pin. 

34. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head for a bicycle or a tricycl e 
hav i ng coupled to a frame, comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being configured to rotate with respect to the support tube; 

a mechanism that limits rotational movement of the connecting element; 

the mechanism comprising at least two stop surfaces; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting 
element in another direction; and 

a locking system that prevents rotational movement of the connecting element, 

the locking system comprising a movable engaging member and an opening that 
can receive the engaging member and which can mov e rotate with the connecting element^ 

wherein the opening is arranged on the mechanism . 
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35. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 34, wherein the engaging member 
can move between a first position that allows the connecting element to rotate in each of 
two directions and a second position wherein the connecting element is prevented from 
rotational movement in each of the two directions. 

36. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 34, wherein the engaging member 
can move from a first position to a second position, wherein, in the first position, the 
connecting element can rotate in each of two directions and wherein, in the second 
position, the engaging member enters the opening and the connecting element is 
prevented from rotational movement in each of the two directions. 

37. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting member rotatably mounted to the support tube; 
a mechanism that limits rotational movement of the connecting member in each of 
two directions; 

the mechanism comprising at least two stop surfaces; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting member 
in one direction; 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting 
member in another direction; and 

a locking system which utilizes a movable locking member and an opening; 
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wherein, when the locking member does not engage the opening, the connecting 
member can rotate in each of the two directions, and wherein, when the locking member 
engages the opening, the connecting member is prevented from rotating in each of the two 
directions. 

38. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, further comprising 
a mudguard. 

39. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, wherein the 
locking member moves in a direction that is parallel to an axis of the connecting member. 

40. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, wherein the 
connecting member is mounted to the support tube via upper and lower bearing supports. 

41. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, wherein the 
mechanism moves when the connecting member moves. 

42. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and lower 
bearing supports; 
a mudguard; 
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a system which limits the rotational movement of the connecting element in each of 
two directions; 

a locking system comprising a movable locking member and an opening arranged 
on the mudguard ; 

wherein, when the locking member does not engage the opening, the connecting 
element can rotate in each of the two directions, and wherein, when the locking member 
engages the opening, the connecting element is prevented from rotating in each of the two 
directions. 

43. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 42, wherein the 
locking member moves in a direction that is parallel to an axis of the connecting element. 

44. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 42, wherein the 
mechanism moves when the connecting element moves. 

45. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a fork member rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and lower bearing 
supports ; 

a system which limits the rotational movement of the fork member in each of two 
directions; and 

a locking system comprising a movable locking member and an opening, 
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wherein the locking member moves in a direction that is parallel to an axis of the 
support tube, and 

wherein, when the locking member does not engage the opening, the fork member 
can rotate in each of the two directions, and wherein, when the locking member engages 
the opening, the fork member is prevented from rotating in each of the two directions. 

46. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 45, wherein the 
locking member comprises a pin. 

47. (Currently Amended) A tricycle vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a fork member rotatably mounted to the support tube; 
a mudguard; 

a locking system comprising a pin and an opening configured to receive the pin; 
the pin being movably mounted; and 
the opening being arranged on a surface of the mudguard; 
wherein, when the pin engages the opening, the fork member is prevented from 
rotating, and 

wherein, when the pin does not engage the opening, the fork member is free to 
rotate in each of two directions. 
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48. (Previously Presented) The vehicle steering head of claim 47, wherein the pin 
can move in a direction that is parallel to an axis of the support tube. 

49. (Currently Amended) The vehicle steering head of claim 47, further comprising a 
system which limits the rotational movement of the fork member in each of the two 
directions. 

50. (Currently Amended) The vehicle steering head of claim 4047, wherein the fork 
member can rotate approximately 45 degrees in each of the two directions. 

51 . (Currently Amended) A vehicle steering head for a bioyc l o or a tricycle having a 
frame, the vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame of the tricycle ; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 

a mudguard; and 

a movement limiting system that limits rotational movement of the connecting 
element in each of two directions^ 

wherein the movement limiting system comprises an arcuate recess and an arcuate 
projection, the arcuate projection having an arc length between two stop surfaces that is 
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greater and an arc length of a space defined by the two stop surfaces of the arcuate 
projection, whereby the arcuate projection and the space comprise an arc length egual to a 
circle, and the arcuate recess having an arc length between two other stop surfaces that is 
greater than the arc length of the arcuate projection . 

52. (Currently Amended) A vehicle steering head for a bicyc le or a tricycle having a 
frame, the vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame of the tricycle ; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 

a mechanism which limits rotational movement of the connecting element; and 
a locking system which cooperates with the lower bearing support and which can be 
moved by a user, 

wherein, when moved to one position, the locking system is structured and arranged 
to prevent the connecting element from rotating in each of the two directions, and wherein, 
when moved to another position, the locking system is structured and arranged to allow the 
connecting element to rotate in each of the two directions. 

53. (Currently Amended) A vehicle steering head for a b i cycl e or a tricycle having a 
frame, the vehicle steering head comprising: 
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a support tube fixed to the frame of the tricycle ; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 

a mudguard comprising a mechanism for limiting rotational movement of the 

connecting element and an opening ; and 

a locking system which can be moved by a user to engage the opening , 
wherein, when moved to one position, the locking system is structured and arranged 

to prevent the connecting element from rotating in each of the two directions, and wherein, 

when moved to another position, the locking system is structured and arranged to allow the 

connecting element to rotate in each of the two directions. 

54. (Currently Amended) A vehicle steering head for a bicycl e or a tricycle having a 
frame, the vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame of the tricycle ; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 
a mudguard; 

a movement limiting system that limits rotational movement of the connecting 
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element in each of two directions; 

the movement limiting system comprising one part arranged on the mudguard and 
another part arranged on the lower bearing support; and 

a locking system which can be moved by a user, 

wherein, when moved to one position, the locking system is structured and arranged 
to prevent the connecting element from rotating in each of the two directions, and wherein, 
when moved to another position, the locking system is structured and arranged to allow the 
connecting element to rotate in each of the two directions. 

55. (New) A vehicle steering head for a tricycle having a frame, the vehicle steering 
head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame of the tricycle; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 
a mudguard; 

a locking system comprising a pin and an opening arranged on the mudguard; and 
a movement limiting system that limits rotational movement of the connecting 

element in each of two directions, 

the movement limiting system comprising an arcuate recess arranged on the lower 

bearing support and an arcuate projection arranged on the mudguard, 
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wherein the arcuate projection has an arc length between two stop surfaces that is 
greater and an arc length of a space defined by the two stop surfaces of the arcuate 
projection, whereby the arcuate projection and the space comprise an arc length equal to a 
circle, and 

wherein the arcuate recess has an arc length between two other stop surfaces that 
is greater than the arc length the arcuate projection. 

56. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 55, further comprising a device for 
locking the pin in a locking position. 

57. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 56, wherein the device for locking the 
pin in the locking position engages the lower bearing support. 

58. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 55, wherein the pin moves parallel to 
an axis of the connecting element. 

59. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 55, wherein the arcuate projection 
extends from a surface of the mudguard which rotatably engages the lower bearing 
support. 

60. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 55, wherein the lower bearing support 
comprises an opening which allows an end of the pin to pass therethrough. 
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61 . (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 55, wherein the arcuate projection and 
the mudguard comprise a one-piece structure. 

62. (New) A vehicle steering head for a tricycle having a frame, the vehicle steering 
head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame of the tricycle; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower bearing 
supports; 

a wheel fork rotating with respect to the support tube; 
a first part comprising stop surfaces; 
a second part comprising stop surfaces; 

one stop surface of the first part contacting one stop surface of the second part 
when the wheel fork is rotated in one direction and another stop surface of the first part 
contacting another stop surface of the second part when the wheel fork is rotated in 
another direction; 

the first part and the second part being structured and arranged to allow rotational 
movement of the wheel fork in each of two directions while also limiting rotational 
movement of the wheel fork in each of the two directions within an angular range; and 

a locking system which, in a locked position, prevents rotational movement of the 
wheel fork and which, in an unlocked position, allows the wheel fork to rotate in each of the 
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two directions within the angular range. 

63. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 62, wherein the first part comprises a 
projecting part and the second part comprises a recess which receives therein the 
projecting part. 

64. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 62, wherein the locking system 
comprises a movable first member and a second member that receives therein an end of 
the movable first member. 

65. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 64, wherein the movable first member 
moves parallel to an axis of the connecting member and the second member comprises an 
opening. 

66. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 62, wherein each of the first part and 
the second part are arcuate-shaped. 

67. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 66, wherein the first part has an arc 
length between the stop surfaces that is greater and an arc length of a space defined by 
the stop surfaces of the first part, whereby the first part and the space comprise an arc 
length equal to a circle, and wherein the second part has an arc length between the stop 
surfaces of the second part that is greater than the arc length the first part. 

-23- 



P24187.A08 

68. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 62, further comprising a mudguard, 
wherein the first part is arranged on the mudguard and the second part is arranged on the 
lower bearing support. 

69. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 62, wherein the locking system 
comprises a pin and an opening that receives therein an end of the pin in the locked 
position. 

70. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 62, wherein the locking system 
comprises a device that is movably mounted and an opening that, in the locked position, 
receives therein an end of the device. 

71. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 62, wherein the locking system 
comprises one part having an opening which receives therein the connecting element and 
another part having an opening which, in the locked position, receives therein a portion of 
the one part. 
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